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90th Anniversary ... 


The Iron Horse Comes to San Jose 


On the occasion of the 90th an- 
niversary of the arrival of steel 
rails into San Jose, the editors of 
The Western Railroader have tak- 
en the liberty of printing a por- 
tion of an article prepared a few 
years ago by the Southern Pacific 
News Bureau. 


The San Francisco and San Jose 
Railroad was the first railroad 
projected in California, but lost 
to the Sacramento Valley Rail- 
road the distinction of being the 
first road placed in operation. 
Completion of the road to San 
Jose was celebrated January 16, 
1864, at the new brick station on 
San Pedro Street. 

While the gold rush was in full 
swing in 1849 a group of San 
Franciscans launched the scheme 
of building a railroad from San 
‘Francisco to San Jose, with the 
hopes of extending it later to the 
Mississippi River. During the suc- 
ceeding two years subscriptions 
‘were solicited and with about 
$100,000 raised a company was 
organized September 6, 1851, 
called the Pacific and Atlantic 
Railroad. 

Surveyors were placed in the 
field, and before the end of the 
year an engineering report on the 
proposed route was ready. Efforts 
were then made to sell the com- 
pany’s stock, but without success. 
The gold fields offered greater at- 
tractions. Foreign capital could 
not be interested because no part 
of the road had been constructed. 
Congress was asked to aid with 
land and bonds, but the bill only 
passed one house. 

Affairs of the company re- 
mained dormant until October 29, 
1853, when it was reorganized 
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with capital stock of $2,000,090. 
Again no headway was made due 
to the financial reverses over the 
country in 1854-55. 

The enterprise was again taken 
up in 1859 under the name of the 
San Francisco and San Jose Rail- 
road. The organization was op- 
posed by San Francisco newspa- 
pers, and was dissolved. Another 
organization of the same name 
was incorporated August 18, 1860. 
Ground was broken late in May, 
1861, at San Francisquito Creek 
(Palo Alto). On October 18, 1863, 
the first train passed over the 
portion of the road completed 
from the Pioneer Race Course 
(about 18th and Valencia Streets, 
San Francisco) to Mayfield. 

About one month before the 
track was completed to Mayfield 
an inspection trip was made by 
the San Francisco Board of Su- 
pervisors along the track then 
laid, reported as follows in the 
San Francisco Daily Call of Sep- 
tember 14, 1863: 

“The party proceeded from the 
City Hall in omnibuses to this end 
of the track, stopping by the way 
to examine the work where the 
track is not laid, which is of a 
superior order. Arrived at the 
track they found a platform car 
fitted up with seats, and attached 
to the splendid locomotive ‘San 
Jose’ whose weight is 24 tons. . . 
The engine was put upon her 
speed, and well she acquitted her- 
self, making the remarkable speed 
of fifteen miles in fifteen minutes. 
. .. Hats had to be held on with a 
tightened grasp, while cigars fell 
out of mouths because the speed 
was so great that the smokers 
could not compress their lips. . . 

“At the works of the Company, 


@ Page 3 











on the Willows Race Track, work- 
men are busily engaged in putting 
up a number of splendid passen- 
ger cars, and two locomotives — 
the ‘San Francisco’ and the ‘Pa- 
cific’: The driving wheels of both 
have six inches more diameter 
than those of the ‘San Jose’, and 
weigh four tons more. The cars 
were made by the Wasson Manu- 
facturing Company of Spring- 
field, Massachusetts, and are sup- 
plied with all the modern im- 
provements. It is confidently ex- 
pected that in four weeks, at the 
farthest, the public will have an 
opportunity of riding in the fine 
cars of the Company from this 
city to Redwood City.” 

Reminiscences of the historic 
first passenger train to San Jose, 
January 16, 1864, were printed in 
the San Jose News of February 5, 
1925, as an interview with Hugh 
C. McCormick, then 83, who for 
ten years had been stationmaster 
at the San Jose station. 

Two thousand people squeezed 
‘onto the first train, McCormick 
declared. It was filled before it 
pulled out of San Francisco. Rail- 
ings were put around flat cars, 
which were fitted with temporary 
seats to accommodate the many 
who wished to take the historic 
trip, he said. Three times the train 
stopped on its journey —at San 
Mateo, Redwood City and May- 
field — and at each point a few 
more managed to pack themselves 
in. A line of people along the 
tracks cheered the train as it 
came down the peninsula. 

“In San Jose the traffic looked 





Rare old photograph shows the 
original station in San Jose 
which is now a part of the pres- 
ent freight depot at Bassett 
Street. Photograph was taken 
in 1864 shortly after regular 
train service began. 
—Photo from SP News Bureau 
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like it does today,” McCormick 
continued. “People crowded into 
the town from the San Joaquin 
valley, from Gilroy and Santa 
Cruz, on horseback, mules and 
rigs of every description. Parking 
places were at a premium while 
the people watched the train come 
in, and then enjoyed the huge 
barbecue that the community fur- 
nished the thousands free. Six or 
seven beeves were roasted and 
three men were busy carving for 
hours. Whisky flowed freely and 
the merrymaking continued 
throughout the town for days. 


“The train arrived in San Jose 
shortly before noon. It went back 
to San Francisco that afternoon. 
Though only three stops were 
made on the trip down and back, 
it took three hours to make the 
trip, each way. The fare was $3 
for each single trip. 

“However, that was a big sav- 
ing in time and money over for- 
mer means of conveyance,” Mc- 
Cormick recalled. “I came to San 
Jose once before the railroad was 
built, taking the boat from San 
Francisco to Alviso, a trip of 
about two and a half hours, at a 
cost of $3. At Alviso the passen- 
gers changed to a stage, paying $5 
for the ride to San Jose and get- 
ting full value for the bumps they 
experienced in the two and a half 
hours on the road to San Jose, 
that was either very dusty when 
dry or like a bog when wet. I 
stopped at the Auzerais House, 
the hotel where the Auzerais 
building stands now, and looked 
out of the window to see a six 
horse team mired on San Fernan- 
do Street. 


“A few weeks after the first 
train came in here we started a 
regular run between San Fran- 
cisco and San Jose with one morn- 
ing train and two in the afternoon 
each way. The trains were well 
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patronized. Stations along the 
way were simply sheds. There 
wasn’t even a shed at Menlo Park 
or Palo Alto then. 


“At first we had first and sec- 
ond class coaches. The people 
would buy second class tickets $1 
cheaper, and then wander into the 
first class. Often they would be 
loaded down with liquor as well 
as firearms, so we didn’t think it 
healthy to dispute with them. The 
railroad found this class system 
wasn’t a success, so it was discon- 
tinued.” 


The company started regular 
train service with three locomo- 
tives and about three dozen pass- 
enger and freight cars, most of 
them built in the San Francisco 
shops of the contractors, while 
others were built in the East and 
shipped around the Horn. 


The original railroad started 
from Market Street, San Fran- 
cisco, where the first passenger 
station was located near Valen- 
cia. It went out Valencia, turning 
southwestward at 26th and going 
over the hill by way of Bernal 
cut, past the Colma cemeteries 
and into the present route at San 
Bruno. After the station was 
moved off Market Street the route 
was out Townsend, along Harri- 
son to 22nd and on through Ber- 
nal cut as before. 


This route over the hill was so 
steep that extra engines often 
were needed. For easier travel 
between San Francisco and the 
peninsula the Bayshore Cutoff 
was constructed beginning in 1904 
and opened for use in December 
of 1907. It was one of the most 
expensive pieces of railroad ever 
built, costing almost a million 
dollars a mile for its 9.81 miles 
between San Francisco and San 
Bruno, including five tunnels 
with a total length of nearly 
10,000 feet. 


The Western Railroader @ 





In 1862, two years before com- 
pletion of this line to San Jose, 
several of the men interested in 
it organized what they called the 
Western Pacific Railroad, which 
has no connection with the. pres- 
ent road of that name. They pro- 
posed to build from San Jose to a 
connection with the Central Pa- 
cific’s transcontinental line at 
Sacramento. In January, 1865, the 
first force of 500 men, mostly 
Chinese, was put to work grading 
the line. Progress was slow, the 
first 20 miles from San Jose to a 
point near Vallejo’s Mill (now 
Niles) was not completed until 
October, 1866. The project died 
there until it was picked up by 
Leland Stanford and his associ- 
ates in Central Pacific, known as 
“The Big Four.” They obtained 
control and started building west- 
ward through Stockton, Liver- 
more Pass and Niles Canyon tow- 
ard completion of the project. The 
first train from Sacramento 
reached San Jose on September 6, 


1869, linking San Jose with trans-’ 


continental service. 


A railroad called the Southern 
Pacific Railroad Company was in- 
corporated December 2, 1865, to 
build from San Francisco Bay 
south through San Jose to San 
Diego and join a contemplated 
line from the Mississippi River— 
the original dream of the 49ers. 
Its first step was to acquire the 
line already in operation between 
San Francisco and San Jose, 
owned by the San Francisco and 
San Jose Railroad Company. This 
purchase was authorized by the 
state legislature on March 30, 
1868, by which time Stanford and 
his associates had acquired a con- 
trolling interest in the Southern 
Pacific Railroad Company. 


Reprinted from The Ferroequinologist, 
published by the Central Coast Railway 
Club, San Jose, California. 
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10 


11 


12 


13 
14 


16 
17 


18 


19 
20 


a San Francisco & San Jose 
in 
the Compiled by GERALD M. BEST 
ich 
res- No. Type ODrvs. Cyls. Wot. Builder, Date, Shop No. Notes 
ro- 1 4-4-0 57 13x22 34,000 R. Norris, 1862-1008 “San Francisco” Pre- 
io a sumably became SP 
Pa- 2, 1109 
at 2 4-4-0 57 13x22 34,000 R. Norris, 1862-1009 To SF&NP 1, NWP 4, 
the “San Jose” 
stly 3 4-4-0 60 16x22 61,000 Wm. Mason, 1863-141 “Pacific’ Ex-CP 2, 
ling returned to CP 
the 4 4-4-0 60 14x22 46,000 D. Cooke, 1863 “Comanche” to SP 4, 
Oa 1111 
LOW 5 4-4-0 60 14x22 46,000 D. Cooke, 1863 “San Mateo’ to SP 5, 
ntil : 1112 
lied 6 4-4-0 60 17x24 57,500 H. J. Booth, 1865-1 ‘California’ to SP 6, 
by 1303 
oci- 7 4-4-0 63 16x24 56,500 H. J. Booth, 1865-2 “Atlantic” to SP 7, 
1 as 1231 
ned 8 0-4-0 48 14x18 36,000 H. J. Booth, 1865-6 “Union” to SP 8, 
est- 1002 
yer- 9 4-4-0 66 17x22 65,000 D. Cooke, 1870 “Donahue” to SP 9, 
1262 
Ow- 
The 10 4-4-0 60 18x24 66,500 D. Cooke, 1870 “Newhall” to SP 10, 
1369 
ont 
= 11 4-4-0 66 15x24 60,000 Wm. Mason, 1870-353 “Menlo Park” to SP 
oie ; 11, 1167 
wal 12 4-4-0 60 15x24 60,000 McKay & Aldus, 1868 “Racer” ex-CP 1st 97, 
to SP 12, 1168 
ern 13 4-4-0 60 16x22 56,000 R. Norris, 1867 “Shoshone” ex-CP Ist 
; in- ' 36, to SP 13, 1181 
» to 14 4-4-0 60 15x22 60,000 D. Cooke, 1868 “Red Eagle” ex-CP 
Bay 1st 117, to SP 14, 
San 1156 
ated 15 4-4-0 60 15x24 60,000 McKay & Aldus, 1867 “Black Deer’ ex-CP 
er— Ist 55, to SP 15, 
Jers. 1169, 2nd 1204 
the 16 4-4-0 56 15x22 60,100 Schen., 1868-522 “Reindeer” ex-CP 147, 
reen returned to CP as 
jose, 147 
and 17 4-4-0 54 14x24 52,000 R. Norris, 1867 “Mohave” —_ probably 
This CP 37 and returned 
the to CP as 37 
30 18 4-4-0 56 15x22 60,000 Rhode Isl., 1868-80 ‘Peeler’ ex-CP 1st 
4 135, returned to CP 
and as 3rd 117, 1132, 
con- and replaced by CP 
nern Ist 99 
19 4-4-0 56 15x22 60,000 Schen., 1868-517 “Raven” ex-CP Ist 
142, to SP 19, 1160 
ist 20 4-4-0 60 16x24 69,000 Baldwin, 1874-2834 — Ex-West Wisconsin 20, 
gist, to SP 20, 1232, 
| 1497 
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Western Pacifie RR 


Compiled by GERALD M. BEST 
Builder, Date, Shop No. 
Wm. Mason, 1867-239 


Wm. Mason, 1867-238 
Baldwin, 1866-1519 
Baldwin, 1866-1512 
Baldwin, 1866-1513 


Norris-Lancaster, 
1864-11 


Norris-Lancaster, 
1864-13 


Norris-Lancaster, 
1864-12 
Norris-Lancaster, 
1864-14 





Notes 

“Sacramento” to CP 
168, SP 1152 

“San Jose’ to CP 174, 
SP 1153 

“Stockton” to CP 169, 
SP 1117 

“Santa Clara’ to CP 
170, SP 1118 

“San Mateo” to CP 
171, sold to Eugene 
Sable Co., 1889 

“Merced” to CP 172, 
conv. to 4-6-0 by 
CP shops as fire en- 
gine, rbit. back to 
4-4-0, to SP 1284, 
1522 

“Sonoma” to CP 173, 
completely rebuilt 
1872, to SP 1285, 
1523 

“Mariposa” see note 


“Industry” to CP 2nd 
25, out by 1878 


No. Type ODrvs. Cyls. Wot. 

A 4-4-0 60 15x22 60,000 
B 4-4-0 60 15x22 60,000 
C 4-4-0 60 14x22 60,000 
D 4-4-0 60 14x22 60,000 
E 4-4-0 60 14x22 60,000 
F 4-4-0 66 164%x24 66,250 
H 4-4-0 56 17x24 66,000 
G 4-4-0 66 164%x24 66,250 
I 4-4-0 60 16x22 60,100 
J 4-2-0 54 10x18 24,000 


NOTE: I have had conflicting statements regarding WP Nos. G and H. 
versed insofar as which became CP 173. 


Norris-Lancaster, 1864 “Wm. Penn” to CP 


175, sold to Pacific 
Iron & Nail Co., 
1885 

These may be re- 
Dave Joslyn says No. 173 was ex-WP 


“Sonoma” No. H, and he is just about the last word on that particular problem.—GMB 








Excursion Calendar 


March 14—Cal-Nevada—Santa Maria 
Valley. Lv. on train #72, return via 
special. 

March 14—R&LHS (So. Cal. chapter) 
—Last steam run on the UP in Calif. 
from LA to LA Harbor. 


March 19—Cal-Nevada, R&LHS—Joint 
dinner-meeting to San Jose with CC. 

March 21—Ry. Club of So. Cal.— 
Mystery trip out of LA to Ojai. 


March 27 (Sat.)—Return of Snowball 
Special. SP to Truckee. Info from Art 
Lloyd (see below). 

April 4—BAERA—Steam on IER. Day 
in Oakland and Alameda. 

April 11—Cal-Nevada—SP to Placer- 
ville. Use train #224 to Sacramento. 

April 25—Nor-Cal—SP to Los Gatos. 

May 2—BAERA—Mystery trip on SN. 

May 9—Cal-Nevada—SP to Susanville. 

May 16—Nor-Cal—SF Muny work 
equipment. 

May 23—R&LHS—Sacramento, then 
choice of Roseville, Sacto shops, or city 
tour. 


May 29-30-31—Cen. Coast—Centennial 
year for Arcata & Mad River. Day 
ride Sat., Mon. on NWP to and from 


Eureka, Sunday all day on A&MR and 
Northern Redwood Lumber Co. rails. 

June 6—R&LHS—ST&E using club- 
owned coach #6. 

June 13—Cen. Coast —San Joaquin 
River boat trip from Stockton. 

June 18-19-20—R&LHS, Cal-Nevada— 
Dunsmuir RR Days with side trip to 
Ashland. 

Information can be obtained from the 
following addresses: 

Central Coast Railway Club—Merle 
oe. 2009 Johnston Ave., San Jose, 
Calif. 

Northern California Railroad Club— 
Al Thoman, 502 Dale View, Belmont, 
Calif. 

Railway & Locomotive Historical So- 
ciety—J. E. Turner, 1739 Berkeley Way, 
Berkeley, Calif. 

California-Nevada Railroad Histori- 
cal Society—Arthur Lloyd Jr., 3533 
Pasadena Dr., San Mateo, Calif. 

Bay Area Electric Railroad Assn.— 
Addison Laflin, 2119 Marin Ave., Berk- 
eley 7, Calif. 

So. Cal Chapter R&LHS — Donald 
Duke, 2304 Melville, San Marino 9, Calif. 

Pacific Railway Society—Box 5279, 
—oome Station, Los Angeles 55, 

alif. 

Ry. Club of Southern California—219 
No. Avenue 66, Los Angeles 42, Calif. 
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